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Assessment Measuring the learning and performance of students or teachers. Different 
types of assessment instruments include achievement tests, minimum 
competency tests, developmental screening tests, aptitude tests, observation 
instruments, performance tasks, and authentic assessments.* 

Benchmark A standard for judging a performance. Just as a carpenter might use marks 
on his workbench to measure how long a part should be, teachers and 
students can use benchmarks to determine the quality of a student's work. 
Some schools develop benchmarks to tell what students should know by a 
particular stage of their schooling; for example, "by the end of sixth grade, 
students should be able to locate major cities and other geographical features 
on each of the continents." * 

Curriculum 
(pl.: curricula, 
curriculums) 

Although this term has many possible meanings, it usually refers to a written 
plan outlining what students will be taught (a course of study). Curriculum 
documents often also include detailed directions or suggestions for teaching 
the content. Curriculum may refer to all the courses offered at a given school, 
or all the courses offered at a school in a particular area of study. For 
example, the English curriculum might include English literature, literature, 
world literature, essay styles, creative writing, business writing, Shakespeare, 
modern poetry, and the novel. The curriculum of an elementary school 
usually includes language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and 
other subjects. * 
 
AAAS’ Project 2061 also notes: "Curriculum" is an everyday word that is not 
easy to tie down. For some educators, it refers to a general sketch of what 
should happen in schools. For others, it refers to the day-by-day experiences 
that students actually have. Papers in the journals speak of a "planned" 
curriculum, which is different from the "taught" curriculum (the instruction 
actually delivered to students), which is different from the "learned" 
curriculum (what students actually learn).**  

Ocean The term "ocean" includes coastal areas, large lakes (such as the Great 
Lakes), the seabed, subsoil and the natural resources therein. Specifically, 
we refer to ocean in the singular to indicate that it is one global, 
interconnected body of water. 
 

Scientific 
Literacy 

Scientific literacy*** is the knowledge and understanding of scientific concepts 
and processes required for personal decision making, participation in civic 
and cultural affairs, and economic productivity. It also includes specific types 
of abilities. In the National Science Education Standards, the content 

                                                 
* This definition was adapted from those on the ASCD website at: 
http://www.ascd.org/cms/index.cfm?TheViewID=1112 . Founded in 1943, the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that 
represents 160,000 educators from more than 135 countries and more than 60 affiliates.  
**Benchmarks for Science Literacy 
(http://www.project2061.org/tools/benchol/ch14/ch14.htm#Vocabulary) 
*** From National Science Education Standards, Chapter 2 
(http://www.nap.edu/readingroom/books/nses/html/2.html#dsl). 



standards define scientific literacy. 

Scientific literacy means that a person can ask, find, or determine answers to 
questions derived from curiosity about everyday experiences. It means that a 
person has the ability to describe, explain, and predict natural phenomena. 
Scientific literacy entails being able to read with understanding articles about 
science in the popular press and to engage in social conversation about the 
validity of the conclusions. Scientific literacy implies that a person can identify 
scientific issues underlying national and local decisions and express positions 
that are scientifically and technologically informed. A literate citizen should be 
able to evaluate the quality of scientific information on the basis of its source 
and the methods used to generate it. Scientific literacy also implies the 
capacity to pose and evaluate arguments based on evidence and to apply 
conclusions from such arguments appropriately. 

Standard In current usage, the term usually refers to specific criteria for what students 
are expected to learn and be able to do. These standards usually take two 
forms in the curriculum:  

• Content standards (similar to what were formerly called goals and 
objectives), which tell what students are expected to know and be 
able to do in various subject areas, such as mathematics and 
science.  

• Performance standards, which specify what levels of learning are 
expected. Performance standards assess the degree to which 
content standards have been met. The term "world-class standards" 
refers to the content and performances that are expected of students 
in other industrialized countries. In recent years, standards have also 
been developed specifying what teachers should know and be able 
to do.* 

 


