






Coral Cam Captures
Underwater Data for BBSR

TCOE is working with BBSR through a
grant from the Richard and Rhoda Goldman
Fund to develop Web site and curriculum
materials about Bermuda's coral reefs. The
Web site is located at
www.coexploration.org/bbsr/coral. The site
will soon feature a "Coral Cam" which will
continuously capture underwater video at
Bermuda's North Rock, a stunning coral
reef environment, and broadcast live on the
internet.

The educational Web resources include a
colorful photo database of fish, coral, and
plants of Bermuda's reefs, information
about environmental issues, lesson plans
for teachers, and opportunities to interact
with oceanographers and marine biologists.

The purpose of this Web site is to increase
understanding and appreciation of the
complex and fragile coral reef ecosystem.
Implementation of science education
programs in grades 6-12 that include study
of coral reefs is an important step in
achieving widespread knowledge about
coral reefs needed for their protection.

Frederick Community College
TCOE is helping Frederick Community
College develop a virtual campus for its
recently awarded grant from FIPSI of the
US Department of Education. This online
environment will be the main location of a
degree completion center. The center wil,l
serve residents of the region who wish to
complete a degree, but do not have a
nearby institution of higher education.

Online Theology Course
During the summer of 1999, TCOE
developed an online course for the
Theology 109 course at Allentown
College, PA. The online course
encouraged dialogue about issues of
spirituality and faith.

Global Heartbeat Program
A new venture proposed with BBSR and the
Plymouth Environmental Research Centre in
the UK is the Global Heartbeat Program. This
program is a hands-on environmental
education program, involving schools,
aquariums, and research scientists working
together to assess the health of the ocean
through monitoring the heartbeat of crabs.

Students will monitor
the crqbs and share
heartbeat data on
the Web. A pilot
program is planned
for 2000 linking
schools, aquariums
and scientists in the
UK, USA and
Bermuda

This project is an educational outreach
program building on the Rapid Assessment of
Marine Pollution (RAMP) techniques developed
by University of Plymouth (UK) scientists.
Students will have the opportunity to learn
about biomarkers of pollution, to participate in
an important research project, and to
collaborate online with scientists and other
students. Global Heartbeat will serve as an
early warning system for ecological
degradation

RAMP Workshop in Costa Rica
TCOE principals attended the RAMP workshop
at the University of Costa Rica in late
September 1999. This was a training
workshop for scientists from Central America,
South America and the Caribbean.
Presentations and materials are being readied
for a web site that supports distance learning
about these procedures, techniques and
related issues.
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